Introduction
The fibromatoses are a group of benign fibrous tissue proliferations with similar microscopic appearances and behave in a fashion intermediate between that of benign fibrous lesions and fibrosarcomas. Like fibrosarcomas they infiltrate and recur but unlike them they do not metastasize. The fibromatoses occur predominantly in adults and consist of differentiated fibrous tissue forming firm poorly circumscribed nodules.
The concept of the fibromatoses as a group of similar lesions was first advanced by Stout asymptomatic and entirely well and is being followed up with computerized tomography to screen for recurrence.
Discussion
Mesenteric fibromatosis is a rare intra-abdominal tumour. It can occur as a single lesion, with retroperitoneal extension or accompanied by a separate retroperitoneal fibromatosis.2 The tumour usually presents as an asymptomatic abdominal mass with some reaching a considerable size before diagnosis, the largest reported being 50 cm in diameter.4 Symptoms may however be produced by compression of small and large intestine, and of the ureters as in this case.2 In the small number of series of these tumours which have been reported a wide age range has been described, from ureteric stenosis. 
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